
Turning Brownfields into Greenfields-The Energy of Synergy



Synergism

Synergism \’sin-er-,jiz-em\ n: joint action of 
discrete agencies in which the total effect is 
greater than the sum of their effects when 
acting independently.

1+1+1+1 Equals a Dozen



Synergistic Returns

- Parks and Open Space;
- Nature Preserves, Wildlife Habitat; 
- Alternative Transportation Corridors, Recreational Trails, 

Community Connectivity Enhancements;
- 21st Century Economic Development
- Neighborhood Stabilization and Revitalization;
- Environmental Education;
- InSitu Brownfield Remediation and Reclamation



Gas Works Park
Seattle, WA

- SITE:  Former coal gasification plant owned by Seattle Gas Co.
- CURRENT USE:  22 acre park opened in 1975 
- CONTAMINATION:  Groundwater and soil contamination -
- REMEDIATION:  Capped and Bioremediation, undergoing     

additional work. 
- FUNDING:  $1.75M Bond Issue, $591K CDBG
- END USER:  Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
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Olympic Sculpture Park
Seattle, WA

- SITE:  Former Unocal fuel handling site
- CURRENT USE:  8.5 acre park  
- CONTAMINATION:  Soil contamination
- REMEDIATION:  Capped and Bioremediation 
- END USER:  Seattle Art Museum 



Olympic Sculpture Park, Seattle, WA



Scenic Hudson Park
Irvington, NY 

- SITE:  Former lumber yard and bus depot
-CONTAMINATION:  Lead,  petroleum and failing septic
- REMEDIATION:  close septic and cap soil 
- FUNDING:  $3.6M bond issue 
- END USER:  City of Irvington



Scenic Hudson Park, Irvington, NY



Northside Treatment Plant
Denver, CO

- SITE:  Former wastewater treatment plant adjacent to 
Superfund site, 52 acres

- CONTAMINATION:  Heavy metals from adjacent site
- REMEDIATION:  Superfund activities 
- FUNDING:  $7M from local EDA and City, $650K State and 

Federal funds
- END USER:  Denver Parks 



Northside Treatment Plant, Denver, CO



Olympic Village
Sydney, Australia
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Olympic Village, Sydney, Australia



Olympic Village, Sydney, Australia



Old Works Site
Anaconda, MT

- SITE:  Arco Superfund site of copper smelter, 1,700 acres
- CONTAMINATION:  Primarily arsenic
- REMEDIATION:  Cap of limestone and topsoil 
- FUNDING:  $30M for remediation, $11M golf course, $700K 

golf course and trails
- END USER:  Jack Nicklaus golf course and park, owned by 

County 



Old Works Site, Anaconda, MT



McDoel Switchyard Park
Bloomington, IN 

- SITE:  Former CSX Corridor and Switchyard, Total 3.2 mile 
length

-CONTAMINATION:  Arsenic, creosote, PCB’s, mercury, 
petrochemicals 
- REMEDIATION: Topsoil cap, Phyto-remediation   
- FUNDING:  $20-35M 
- END USER:  City of Bloomington  
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Benefits of Turning Brownfields into Parks

- Finding lost space for recreation
-Interpreting our industrial past
-Opportunities for tourism and promotion
-Leveraging multiple funding sources 
-Park improvements can be part of the overall funding for 

remediation
- Integrating fragmented neighborhoods
-Opportunities to use natural systems for remediation
-Restored sites create an image of a progressive community



Challenges of Turning Brownfields into Parks

-Competing development interests can raise property costs
- Long term maintenance and follow up remediation
-Long term property management and programming 
-Funding 
-Creating uses that are viable within the marketplace
-Need to create groups that are capable of implementation 
-Typical property ownership issues, etc.
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